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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
STATE OF IDAHO,
Plaintiff-Respondent,
V.

CHANCE P. JAMES,
Defendant-Appellant.
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)
)

NO. 47719-2020
ADA COUNTY NO. CR0l-19-25472

APPELLANT'S BRIEF

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Nature of the Case
Chance P. James appeals from his judgment of conviction for trafficking in heroin and
possession of drug paraphernalia. Mr. James was convicted following a jury trial and the district
court imposed sentences of three years determinate for trafficking and one day for possession of
paraphernalia.

Mr. James appeals, and, mindful of the fact that he received the statutory

minimum, he asserts that the district court abused its discretion by imposing an excessive
sentence for trafficking.
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Statement of the Facts & Course of Proceedings
On June 24 th , 2019, Corporal Hoffman of the Boise Police Department stopped a vehicle
that had been reported to be in a hit-and-run about two months prior. (12/11/19 Tr., p.120, Ls.59.) Mr. James was a passenger in the vehicle; when he exited the vehicle a plastic baggie fell
and hit the ground. (12/11/19 Tr., p.120, Ls.10-15.) The bag subsequently tested positive for
3.25 grams of heroin. (12/11/19 Tr., p.120, Ls.16-20.) Officers also found foils with burn marks
that were consistent with heroin use. (12/11/19 Tr., p.120, Ls.21-25.)
Mr. James was charged with trafficking in heroin for possessing more than 2 grams of
heroin and with possession of drug paraphernalia. (R., p.20.) He was convicted following a jury
trial.

(R., pp.81-82.)

The district court imposed sentences of three years determinate for

trafficking and one day for possession of paraphernalia.

(R., p.94.)

Mr. James appealed.

(R., pl0l.)
ISSUE
Did the district court abuse its discretion when it imposed a unified sentence of three years
determine upon Mr. James following his conviction for trafficking in heroin?

ARGUMENT
The District Court Abused Its Discretion When It Imposed A Unified Sentence Of Three Years
Determinate Upon Mr. James Following His Conviction For Trafficking In Heroin
"It is well-established that ' [w ]here a sentence is within statutory limits, an appellant has
the burden of showing a clear abuse of discretion on the part of the court imposing the
sentence."' State v. Pierce, 150 Idaho 1, 5 (2010) (quoting State v. Jackson, 130 Idaho 293, 294
(1997) (alteration in original)).

Here, Mr. James's sentence does not exceed the statutory

maximum and is in fact the minimum. See I.C. § 37-2732B(a)(6)(A)
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"'Reasonableness' of a sentence implies that a term of confinement should be tailored to
the purpose for which the sentence is imposed." State v. Adamcik, 152 Idaho 445, 483 (2012)
(quoting State v. Stevens, 146 Idaho 139, 148 (2008)).
In examining the reasonableness of a sentence, the Court conducts an independent
review of the entire record available to the trial court at sentencing, focusing on
the objectives of criminal punishment: (1) protection of society; (2) deterrence of
the individual and the public; (3) possibility of rehabilitation; and (4) punishment
or retribution for wrongdoing.
Stevens, 146 Idaho at 148. "A sentence is reasonable if it appears necessary to accomplish the

primary objective of protecting society and to achieve any or all of the related goals of
deterrence, rehabilitation, or retribution." State v. Delling, 152 Idaho 122, 132 (2011).
Mr. James addressed the district court at the sentencing hearing. He stated,
I'm sorry, Your Honor. I didn't mean to cause any trouble. I didn't mean to hurt
nobody. I am a drug addict. I'm not a drug trafficker. I'd just like that to be on
record.
I do have three children I'd love to get back in the world as fast as I can. My wife
that weighs 360 pounds, an
has got bad knees, and I've got an
getting ready to go to college, and a
that's being bullied
in school. I'd love to be with them.
My head is a lot clearer now after the last 6 months of being incarcerated and I
actually thank Officer Hoffinan. If he was here, I'd thank him, and I'm a lot
clearer right now. The pain in my shoulder is still there, but it's not like when the
opiates had me. It's a lot better now. I do need help with that, and I don't know
if prison is going to be the place to help a man for that, but if not, if there's a way
I can go get help. I'd like to do that.
(Tr., p.12, L.14- p.13, L.7.) Counsel noted that Mr. James had had four shoulder surgeries as a
result of a job-related injury; Mr. James is an iron worker. (Tr., p.10, Ls.11-14.) He had been
prescribed oxycontin for his injuries and attributed his multiple surgeries to his surgeon's
incompetence. (Tr., p.10, Ls.14-25.) Mr. James also has the support of his family and had been
assisting his elderly father. (Tr., p.11, Ls.3-22.)
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Mindful of the fact that the court sentenced Mr. James to the statutory minimum, which
he requested, he asserts that the district court abused its discretion by imposing an excessive
sentence.

CONCLUSION
Mr. James respectfully requests that this Court reduce his sentence as it deems
appropriate. Alternatively, he requests that his case be remanded to the district court for a new
sentencing hearing.
DATED this 9th day of December, 2020.

/s/ Justin M. Curtis
JUSTIN M. CURTIS
Deputy State Appellate Public Defender
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